Background and Objectives

Many rural areas in Europe are threatened by a loss of facilities and services combined with a loss of economic activity and reduced investment.  The acceleration of this trend directly threatens the existence of much of Europe’s historic assets, therefore European identity. HISTCAPE aims to arrest the decline of historical assets in rural areas, focusing on the sustainable management of rural heritage and related territories in small rural towns.  The Italian hill town of Arcevia in Marche Region, the mining valley of Sabero in Castilla y León and the World Heritage site Upper Middle Rhine Valley in Rhineland Palatinate are only some of the examples of unique and special rural places searching for innovative concepts to protect cultural heritage and landscape. The HISTCAPE has addressed these challenges by developing sustainable management solutions to help responsible government agencies and institutions develop a more dynamic view of cultural heritage assets in rural areas. 

Approach and methodology

To support rural areas in addressing these challenges, the HISTCAPE project followed a defined methodology:  

1. Identification of problems: While it may seem that the problems are similar across Europe, a strategic problem diagnosis was required to gain an in-depth understanding. The insufficient recognition of cultural, natural and industrial heritage, a lack of cooperation between authorities and ineffective tourism initiatives were recognized as important issues.  

2.Identification of good practice or successful examples and assets: The project builds upon the diversity and specificities of partners’ experiences. Each project partner was asked to identify good practice examples from their regions highlighting their unique assets utilizing a standardized form. The standardization was critical in order to further evaluate, compare and contrast the good practice. Diverse technical practice and protection instruments for cultural heritage were identified by the partner regions as good practice. These range from techniques for the identification and cataloguing of cultural heritage to new models of financing and attracting investment. Innovative activities and participatory models for territorial development were investigated in detail within eight Interregional Workshops and nine study visits in the HISTCAPE partner regions.  

